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Domestic terrorism
Domestic terrorism are referred to as criminal or violent acts posing a threat to human life whose are committed by an individual or a group whose intention is to push specific ideological goals (Riley & Hoffman, 1995). These acts usually are to belittle and harass the government or even civilian population to meet their political, social, racial or religious goals. Foreign terrorist acts, on the other hand, involves the unlawful use of violent acts, harmful to human life executed by a group or individual to violate criminal laws of United States or even any state. Individuals or groups may be inspired or entangled with foreign terrorist organizations (Jenkins, 2006). 
Mainly, the acts are intended to influence specific government policies, coerce a civilian population or change the government conduct. Both domestic together with foreign terrorism still pose enormous threats to United States due to drastic change like terrorist threats. The FBI has however worked tirelessly to improve its ability and be able to prevent and adequately investigate terrorist acts against United States whenever they are planned or when they get intelligence about an attack. However, several factors have contributed to an increased terrorism domestic threat. Such factors include, increase in the number of lone offenders and the abuse of social media or the internet at large (Krieger & Meierrieks, 2011). 
Terrorist threats have significantly changed from a large group conspiracy to lone offenders who are mostly radicalized online, others are self-radicalized, and others have specific underlying issues that prompt them to engage in terrorism. A lone offender is also known as a lone wolf or a lone actor terrorist. Normally, a lone offender is an individual who solely prepares and carries out violent acts without any command structure or sourcing material assistance from an outside group. An example of a terrorist attack carried out by a lone offender includes the Los Angeles international airport shootings and the Washington navy yard shootings. Lone offenders have increased domestic violence threats since they had to identify, apprehend and disrupt (Kirk, 2008). The FBI only relies on intelligence they get from the public to recognize them, and sometimes the tips given may be unreliable hence posing a significant challenge for the FBI's. 
Lone offenders may have some underlying factors that cause them to conduct terrorist acts. Some of the factors are, having a history of criminal violence, having being involved with a gang or a terrorist friend, frustrations of being unemployed, having a significant commitment to an extremist ideology or being a member of an extremist group. Additionally, having psychological issues or mental health problems may prompt one to conduct terror attacks. Having certain political grievances may also lead one to be a lone offender.
The abuse of social media and the internet is another factor that has led to the increase of domestic terrorism since it is the central platform used to radicalize people through images, videos and messages (Davis et al., 2004). People who are more receptive to extremist messaging, videos or pictures are the ones who fall into the trap of radicalization. The use of social media to radicalize people has become surprisingly popular since the internet is now easier and more accessible. Social media is also a cheap and faster way that terrorists use to spread information and engage with their networks. 
Social media platforms also allow a terrorist to relay messages directly to their audience and communicate in real-time. All these factors, therefore, make it easier for terrorists to recruit, radicalize, plan and finally execute an attack based on the ideology they are capitalizing on. It, therefore, makes it challenging for the FBI to counteract terrorism caused by social media since they cannot control everything that people do on their social media accounts. Unless the public helps in reporting when they are approached or lured in terrorism without their knowledge, then social media will remain the most-used channel to radicalize people to conduct terrorist acts. 
The criminal justice system, therefore, holds a major role to play in addressing such terrorist threats. Through implementation of USA Patriot Act by the justice system, it has made it possible and enhanced the ability in preventing, investigating and prosecuting terror acts. Specifically, the Act permits investigators in using already available methods to investigate organized crimes and drug trafficking (McCarthy, 2002). Through this act, investigators are allowed to use tracking against terror crimes. It authorizes federal agents to familiarize with terrorist trained to evade detection such that agents can use same tactics as a terrorist in their investigations. Furthermore, it also permits federal agents asking for a court order in obtaining business information in cases entailing national security terrorist acts. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Patriot Act enhanced sharing of data between government agencies such that the judiciary, defense authorities and federal intelligence can share information that they have regarding certain terrorists and work together to bring them down before they execute their plans. The Act again updated the law in reflecting updated technologies as well as new threats (McCarthy, 2002). This allowed law enforcement officers in obtaining search warrants in places where terrorism-related activities took place reducing the delays brought by waiting for search warrants if one wants to search for different jurisdictions. Moreover, it allowed computer hacking in requesting for assistance from law officers in tracking trespassers. Notably, the Patriot Act raised penalties for individuals who undertake terrorist crimes. Primarily, the Act imposed harsh penalties on those harboring terrorists knowingly, punishes bioterrorists, and terrorist attacks on huge transit systems. 
In summation, it is evident that the united states are facing a continuing terrorist threat, both domestic and foreign but with the implementation of Patriot Act and tireless efforts of FBI counterterrorism programs have helped provide an effective response to terrorist attacks.
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